Summer Reading Assignment 
For 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor

by Thomas C. Foster


This book is an excellent resource, certainly for those of you hoping to move into AP next year, but even for anyone who wants to get more understanding and enjoyment from reading.  After all, if you don’t “get it,” how can you enjoy it?  And this book helps you “get it.”


In addition to being extremely beneficial, this book is also an “easy read.”  The individual chapters are brief and conversational in style.  And since each chapter covers a different type of “analysis,” it lends itself well to a chapter (or two) a day reading—which is how I’d recommend you cover it.  The other suggestion I would make is to make this the first book you read.  That way you will get much more from your other two books.  Because this is not a “story-line” book, the analysis chart you’re using for the other two books would be inappropriate here.  Therefore, your assignment for this book is as follows:

--You will be creating a reading journal which you will submit on the first day of class.  The journal should be kept in a spiral notebook or composition book (not on loose leaf paper).
--You will have a separate entry for each chapter.  The chapter # and title should be clearly labeled on the top of the page.

--The first items in your entry should be general notes on the point the chapter is trying to make.  Write down any specific quotes that you feel are significant or ones that you have questions about.

--Secondly, briefly note the main examples the writer uses to illustrate the point (ie. names and descriptions of the movies or books and how they relate).

--And finally (and this is the most important part), discuss your own example that illustrates the point of the chapter.  Examples can come from both literature and film.  Name the work and then describe, in specific detail, how it illustrates the writers point.

--Be ready to discuss your examples with the class.  (Hint:  If they aren’t really your examples, you’ll have a difficult time with the discussion part!)  

--The last entry in your journal should be the assignment of page 265-266 of the book.  You will be reading the short story, “The Garden Party” by Katherine Mansfield, which starts on page 245.  Like the instructions say, don’t cheat!  You’re not getting a grade on how well you match the example given—just on the fact that you put forth an honest, original effort.
